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The National Cyclopedia

of American Biography ’ 3 James T. White § Company, Publishers
331 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10017

November 15, 1971

Rear Admiral Richard W. Bates
12 Mount Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island

Dear Admiral Bates:

Unfortunately my stay in your community ended
without my having been able to reach you by phone.
Since it is my responsibility to complete your
biography, I will contact you again on my next visit
to this area. I hope to meet with you at that time
to discuss the manuscript.

To facilitate the planning of my schedule, may I
have your telephone number and a suggestion as to
the best time of day to reach you.

Your cooperation will be appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
%

- "
G{TJ: Mittleman
Associate Editor

GIJM:ms

Published since 1888
TPC-il9




TPC-121

The National CYCIOPedia Editorial Offices

: i % 1700 State Highway Three
Of Amerlcan Blography | Clifton, New Jersey 07013

Rear Admiral Richard W. Bates
12 Mt. Vernon Street
Newport, Rhode Island

Dear Rear Admiral Bates:

Thank you for your cooperation in helping Mr. G. J. Mittleman
to complete your biography for publication in this Cyclopedia. We
are grateful also for your authorizing a portrait to accompany your
biography.

We have received the photograph from which the photoengraved
portrait plate will be prepared. The cost for this style of portrait
is $525.00 and, in accordance with your arrangement with Mr, Steele,
we are enclosing our invoice.

Please be assured that the original photograph you loaned us
will be returned to you as soon as the engraver has finished his
work and that you will receive two complimentary prints. You will
also have an opportunity to review a copy of the article before
publication.

Your assistance in ensuring a worthwhile biography of
yourself and the interest you have shown in this valuable
reference work are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

JAMES T. WHITE & COMPANY

(2t . ,

William H{/White

WHW :ms

Published since 1888 by JAMES T. WHITE § COMPANY




JAMES T. WTE & COMPANY, Publifls  August 1, 1972
1700 State Highway Three, Clifton, N. J. 07013

Rear Admiral Richard W. Bates

12 Mt. Vernon Street

Newport, Rhode Island

suBJECT: REAR ADMIRAL RICHARD WALLER BATES

PORTRAIT: Photoengraved

FOR THE PREPARATION AND PUBLICATION OF THE ABOVE

PORTRAIT IN THE NATIONAL CYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN
BIOGRAPHY

TPC-107 MAKE REMITTANCE TO THE ORDER OF JAMES T. WHITE & COMPANY
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The National CYCIOPedla Editorial Offices

; ; S 45 1700 State Highway Three
Of Amencan Blography | Clifton, New Jersey 07013

64863

Richard W. Bates

Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy (Ret.)
President

Naval War College Foundation, Inc.
U. S. Naval War College

Newport, Rhode Island 02840

Dear Admiral Bates:

Tnis will acknowledge your recent letter concerning your
biography which is scheduled for inclusion in this Cyclopedia.

In answer to your query, your biograpny nas been assigned
to one of our editors for preparation of a revised typescript.
This revision will be submitted to you for your review and
comment within-tre-next few weeks. When you have returned it
to us with your notations of any necessary additions and/or
corrections, it will be edited and sent to the printer to be
set in type. When tney are available, I will be happy to send
to you for a final review copies of our galley proof of the
biography.

Please be assured your continued interest and cooperation
are most appreciated. If you have any questions, or if I can
be of any service, please let me know.

Sincerely yours,

N N
SN

LN -

(Miss) Karen Neal ~
Editorial Departmpent »

KN :me

Published since 1888 by JAMES T. WHITE & COMPANY




" 31 Adgust 1973

Deanr Mn. MeGill:

1 am mf.unm.ng i»membdz ke necessany papw ndaang
Lo my blography., 1 am sornny that 1 am Late. with £¢, but 1. -
told Miss Neal of your editoniaf depMant abouz my &na&
and Ahe Aeemed to urdenstand. ,_ , _

I have Iw.done: tie bquaphg, 20 a degn.ee, ac'd«.ng y

. pertinent. additions whene they deemed necessary. I used yout

" bloghaphy - wheneven 1 coild and found /t.t most hdp5u£ even
though thene wene some basic mistakes in it. (Fon. example, 1

wab Clu.eﬁ 05 Qtasﬁ 0f Bau'wn 1 not Batron 2.) v

: The pnoxo engmwmg T 4ind 2o be exce,&ﬁemt. In 5ac,t
my fniends want copies, but since I have only two, T.am
‘silting Light. May 1 ask what has happened Lo my ougwat in
a eoLolt {nom wlu,ch ﬂ'uz photo-engltaumgb were. nade?

. The eno&oaed check foi $525,00 28 in paymemt 05 my .-
mdebzednub as Ahou'n bu ihe eno&oaed chaage. : :

Yo e

' Smce}cz&; youM

RLchaILd . Bates .

Reaﬁ. Admumt U.S. Navy (Ret.)v,

Mr, Raymond D. MeGiLe
Editon-in-Chieg
James T, White § Company .
1700 State Highway Three
CLifion, New Jensey 07013

RWB/vfh
Enclosuwres




BATES, Richard Waller, naval officer,
was born in San Francisco, California, January 16, 1892, son of
Henny Lesfey Alexanden and Rebecca Helen (Rixon) Bates. His father,
a genenal insurance agent, came to this country grom England in 1880
and settled in Billings, Montana, two years Later. Righarnd W. Bates,
his thind son, recelved his early education at public schools in
Alameda, California but did his high school work 4in Hitchcock Military

Academy, San Ragael, California. He graduated in 1915 from the




United States Naval Academy at Annapolis where he received the
Bachelon of Science degree and was commissioned an ensign in the
U.S. Navy. He advanced through the grades to the rank of Commodore
in 1945, 1In 1949 he was retined forn physical disability incident to
warn and promoted to the nank of Rearn Admiral. Later 4n 1949 he was
recalled to active duty with the nank of Commodorne, continuing in that
hank until his ginal rnetirement in 1958.

Aftern his graduation at the Naval Academy in 1915, Admiral
Bates served in the Battleship OHIO wherne he was in the §inst
battleship division to pass through the Panama Canal. On aviival in
San ’F)Lanc/(’/sct) Bay he was thansferrned to the armorned cruiser MARYLAND
and sailed immediately to Honolulu, Terwitory of Hawail fo endeavor
to rescue the sunken submarine F4. - He remained in the MARYLAND until
early 1916, when he was assigned to the gunboat YORKTOWN, which
patrolled the western coast of Mexico and Central America duiing the
ealy yeans of the Finst Workd War., 1In 1917 he was transferred fo
the cruwiser CINCINNATI in San Diego, and 4in 1918, in Rio de Janiero, he
was advanced to Executive Officer, a promotion well ahead of his time.
The CINCINNATI was then operating off the eastern coast of South
America and in the South Atlantic Ocean against German *submarines.
He nemained in that ship until 1919, serving part of the period as a
gunnerny instructon forn the Cuban Navy, where he was temporaily
attached to the Cuban gunboat CUBA. When the CINCINNATI was put out
0f commission in New Onleans in 1919, he became Executive Officer of
the destroyer SPROSTON, then building at the Union Tron Works,

San Francisco, Califennia, remaining in that posit about one yean
/.

K




agtern which he was selected to take a post-graduate couwrse in
Engineering. 1In 1920-21 he fook a negresher trhaining course at the
U.S. Naval Postgraduate School, then Located at Annapolis, Maryland,
agtern which he studied electrnic propulsion of ships at Columbia
University, recelving a Mastern of Sclence degree. He continued his
instruction at the General ELectrnic plant in Schenectady, New York,
and Laten at the Westinghouse plant in East Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

He completed his course in the summern of 1922, when he became

electrnical officern of the new battleship MARYLAND, a post he held

gon three yeans.

In 1925 he joined the staff of the Naval Postgraduate School
in Annapolis as Assistant for Engineerning (equivalent to a Dean),
continuing in that capacity until 1927, when he became Engineer -
Ofgicer of the Light cruisern RICHM&ND which was on the Asiatic
Station. The RICHMOND participated in the Yangtze River operations
in 1927-28 and in operations at Manila, Philippine 1sRands, aftern
which she was thansferred Lo the Atlantic Fleet where she operated
with that Fleet. Adminal Bates ftéma/éned Ain the RICHMOND until 1930
when he was transferned to Hawaii. Forn the next two years he served
variously as O0fficer in Charge of the Branch Hydnognaplz,éc Ofgice 4in
Honolulu, Tewitory of Hawail; Commander of the ofd Naval Station 4in
Honolulu; Adde 4in HonoLulu to the Commandant, Fourteenth Naval Distrnict;
Permanent Senion Patrnol Officer in HonoLulu, and was connected with
the U.S. Naval Reserve there. Retwining o sea duty, he commanded
the destroyer BUCHANAN .in 1932-33, as a Lieutenant Commander, aftern




which he became temporary Commanding Officen of the oil tanker RAMAPO,
an assignment also well ahead of his time, and took her to Chofoo

and Shanghai, China where she neceived a new Commanding Officern. He
then became temporary Executive Officern of the RAMAPO, untif 1934,
when he was detached and ondered to command the destroyer LONG in the
Pacific FReet. He nemained in that command for one year, after which
he was ondened to shone duty in the Navy Department, Washington, D. C.
Here he was attached to the Bureai of Engineering for the next three
yeans, Aimultaneously serving as War Plans Officer, Officer in Charge
0f Security, and Officer in-Charnge of Publications. 1In the Lattern
capacity he produced both the Engineering Bulletin and Engineeing

Shop Notes and produced and edited many chapters of the Buwreau of

Engineerning Manual. As a nesult of his successes, he was advised in

1938 that, possibly with several other Commanders, he had been
nominated to be Chied of the Bureau of Engineering with the rank of
Rean Adminal. This promotion was not made effective because Lt was
decided to menge the Bureau of Engineering with the Bureau o4
Construction and Repain into a single Bureau - the Bureau of Ships.
Duwring 1938-40 he commanded the USS CLARK, Flagship of Destroyen
Squadron Three, Battle Fonce, where he won numerous awards. 1In 1940,
he was ondered zo the Naval War Coflege, Newport, Rhode Island as a
student officen. Upon completing the senion course there in 1941, he
became Head of the Department of Strategy at the college, continuing
in that post until 1943.




In 1943 he assumed command of the heavy cruiser MINNEAPOLIS,
which had been damaged in action in the Pacific and was undergoing
nepains at Mare Tsland, California. Under Admiral Bates' command
the MINNEAPOLIS retwwned to the Pacific Theater of Operations in July
and parnticipated in the bombardment of enemy-held Wake IsLand in
October and in the invasion of the GilLbent 1slands the foLLowing
month. Remaining in the Pacific until Apnif, 1944, he ook part in
many other actions, including the assault and capiure of Kwajalein
in the Marshall 1sands; the bombardment of Taroa, also in the
Marshall Group; the assault on Truk in the East Caroline 1sLands,
on Saipan and Tinian in the Marianas 1sLands, and on Yap, Woleal,
and Pakau, also in the Caroline Tslands. Fon these services he was
awa/’zded the Legion of Merit. Relieved of command of the MINNEAPOLIS
in May of the Ratter year, Adminal.Bates neponted for duty to the
Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet for a three-month assignment to
nevise the principal §leet tactical pubLication (USF10B). 1In
September, he was Loaned to Commander Cruiser Division Four fo serve
as Chief of Staff of the Bombardment, Fire Support and Associated
Groups of the Thind Fleet forn the capture of Peleliu and of the
Seventh Fleet in the necaptune of the Philippine Isfands. 1In October
he participated in action against majon units of the Japanese fleet
during the Battle of Swiigao Strait, a night battle in which the
Japanese battleships FUSO and YAMASHIRO were sunk. Admiral Bates'
skill in preparing all plans and in keeping the officer in tactical
command informed of the curnent tactical situation during operations

was credited with contributing directly o the success of the battle,

which was part of the decisive Battle fon Leyte Gulf. He was

7
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@ o
recommended by dispateh fon "immediate promotion to Rear Admiral f§or
demonstrated superionity in action against the enemy," and was
awarded the Navy Cross. 1In December he was assigned as Chief of
Stagg and Aide to Commander Battleship Squadron One, and as such
he took part in the capture of Lingayen Gulf and the Landing on
Luzon in the Philippine 1slands in January, 1945. Fon the Latten
operations, he made strategic and tactical estimates of the
constantly changing situation and nenderned imporntant assistance in
guiding the planning and execution of plans for operations in the
areas. As a nesult of this, he was recommended fon the

Distinguished Service Medal but, because he was not a Flag Officexr,

was finally awarded a second Legion of Menit. 1In addition, he was
’ (FLeet Admirnal Chestern W. Nimitz)
ornderned to neport to Commander in Chief, Pacific FKee@Aat Guam with

his Admiral (Commander Battleship Squadron Two), where he was
personally commended by the Commander in Chief fon his outstanding
performance of duty. He and his Admiral werne then sent to Washington,
D. C. 4in the CinC's personal plane for the partial purpose of getting
him promoted Zo Rean Admiral. In-Washington, he appeared before
certain Boards and ad hoc committees and was highly commended
everywhere. From Manch fo May of 1945, he participated in the
operations for the capture of Okinawa, as a result of which he
neceived a thind Legion of Menit. 1In May, he was promoted to
Commodone and assumed command of Motor Tonpedo Boat Squadrons, Pacific
Fleet. He nemained in that command until the dissolution of the
command 4in about December, 1945, at which Zime he became Chief of
Staf§ Lo Commander, Philippine Sea Frontien. After some months in




the Latten post, he netwined, Ain 1946, to the United States where he
sernved on the stagf of the Naval War College, Newpont, Rhode Isfand,
as Head of Research and Analysis, until his netinement for physical
disability in May 1949. He neturned fo active duty at the Naval War
College in July of the same year, and served as Head of the World

War 1T Battle Evaluation Group. Here he prepared criitical analyses

of certain major Pacific Theater naval battbes of the Second World

War (Coral Sea, Midway, Savo Island, Leyte Gulf). 1In 1956 he o
became the Grand Marshal of the Minneapolis Aquagditennial heE§i§Z°Lﬁ3/
Minneapolis, Minnesota. He-retirned from the Navy in 1958 but
maintained close connections with the Naval War CollLege and Lectured
there durning each academic year. As a nesult of his nesearch studies,
Long 1skand Univensity congerred upon him an honorary Doctor of

degree
Lettens in 1958.

He 45 a membern of the Anmy-Navy Club of Manila in the
Philippine 1skands; the New Yornk Yacht CLub of New York City; the
Bohemian CLub of San Francisco, Cilifornia; the Univernsity CRub of
Washington, D. C.; and the Ida Lewis Yacht CLub, Newport Reading Room,
and the Clambake CLub of Newport, Rhode Island, and 45 a Long Lime

President of the Clambake Club. He is presently the President of

the Naval War CoflLege Foundation, Inc. based in Newpont. His religious
agfiliation 45 with the Episcopal church. Politically he is a
Republican. Backgammon and cribbage are favorite necreations, and

in ewrliern yeans, he enjoyed golf and temnis. Admiral Bates never

masvied.,
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BATES, Richard Waller, naval officer, was
born in San Francisco, Calif,, Jan. 16, 1892,
son of Henry Lesley Alexander and Rebecca
Helen (Rixon) Bates. His father, an insurance
agent, came to this country from England in
1880 and settled in Billings, Mont., two years
later. Richard W. Bates received . his carly
education at public schools in Alameda,
Calif., and at the Hitchcock Military Acad-
emy, San Rafael, Calif., and was graduated
in 1915 at the United States Naval Academy
and reccived an M.S. degree in 1922 at Co-
lumbia University. Meanwhile, he was com-
missioned an ensign in the US, Navy in 1915
and was advanced through grades to that of
commodore in 1945, the rank he held when
he was retired in 1949 for physical disability
and promoted to the rank of rear admiral.
Later in 1949 he was recalled to active duty
with the rank of commodore and continued
in that rank until his final retirement in 1958,
After his graduation at the Naval Academy in
1915, Admiral Bates served aboard ‘the bat-
tleship “Ohio,” which was part of the first
battleship division to pass through the Pan-
ama Canal, and upon his arrival in San

Francisco, Calif., he was transferred to the
armored cruiser “Maryland,” which sailed to
Honolul, Hawaii, to attempt to rescue a
sunken submarine F-4. Tn carly 1916 he was
assigned to the gunboat “Yorktown” which
patrolled the western coast of Mexico and
Central America during the carly vears of

the First World War. In 1917 he was trans-
ferred to the cruiser “Cincimnati,” and in
1918 he became executive officor of the
cruiser,, which was then operating off the
castern coast of South America, and he re-
mained on that ship unti 1919, serving part
of the period as a gunnery instructor for the
Cuban Navy, attached to the Cuban gun-
boat “Cuba.” Following duty in conneetion
with fitting out the USS “Sproston” at the
Union Iron Works, San Francisco, he was
assigned as cxecutive officer aboard the ship
in July, 1919, remaining in that post about a
year. In 1920-21 he took a refresher training
course at the U.S. Naval Postgraduate
School, Annapolis, Md., after which he stud-
ied at Columbia University the clectric pro-
pulsion of ships. He continued his instruction
at the plant in Schenectady, N.Y., of the
General Elcctric Co. and then at the plant in
East Pittsburgh, Pa, of the Westinghouse

Electric Co. until later in 1922, when he he-
came electrical officer aboard the new battle-
ship “Maryland,” a post he held for three
vears. In 1925 he joined the staff of the US,
Naval Postgraduate School as assistant in
engineering, continuing in that capacity un-
til 1927, when he became engineer officer
aboard the light cruiser “Richmond.” The
cruiser participated in the Yangtze River
operations in 1927-28 and in operations at
Manila, P.1, after which it was transferred
to the Atlantic Fleet, and Admiral Bates re-
mained aboard until 1930. For the next two
vears he was variously officer in charge of
the Branch Hydrographic Office in Hono-
lulu, commander of the old Naval Station in
Honolulu, aide in Honolilu to the comman-
dant of the Fourteenth Naval District, and
permanent senior patrol officer, and he was
connected with the U.S. Naval Reserve, Re-
turning to sea duty, he had command of the
destroyer “Buchanan” in 1932-33, after which
he was temporary commanding officer of the
oil tanker “Ramapo,” which he took to China,
after which he became temporary executive
officer. He remained in the latter capacity
until 1934, and in 1934-35 he had command
of the destrover “Long,” in the Pacific Fleet.
Ordered to shore duty in the Department
of the Navy, Washington, D.C.. in 1935, he
was attached to the Bureau of Engineering
for the next three years, assigned first to the
Operations and Maintenance Division and
later to the Design and Construction Division
and serving simultaneously as war plans offi-
cer, security officer, and officer in charge of
publications. In the latter capacity he pro-
duced the Engineering Bulletin and Engi-
neering Shop Notes and produced and edited
many chapters of the Bureau of Engineering
Manual. During 1938-40 he commanded the
USS “Clark,” the flagship of Destroyer Squad-
ron Three, Battle Force, and in 1941, after
completing the senior course at the Naval
War College, Newport, R.I., he became
head of the department of strategy at the
college, continuing in that post for two
years. In 1943, during the Second World
War, he assumed command of the heavy
cruiser “Minneapolis,” which had been dam-
aged in action in the Pacific and was under-
going repairs. Under Admiral Bates' com.
mand it returned to the Pacific Theater of
Operations in July of the latter year and
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participated in the bombardment of enemy-
held Wake Island in October and in the in-
vasion of the Gilbert Islands the following
month, Remaining in the Pacific until April,
1944, the cruiser took part in many other
actions, including the assault and capture of
Kwajalein and the bombardment of Taroa,
both in the Marshall Islands, and the assault
on Truk in the East Carolinc Islands, Saipan
and Tinian in the Marianas Islands, and
Yap, Woleai, and Palau in the Carolines. Re-
lieved of command of the “Minneapolis” in
May of the latter year, Admiral Bates re-
ported for duty to the commander in chief
of the Pacific Fleet for a three-month assign-
ment to revise the principal fleet tactical
publication. In September he was loaned to
the commander of Cruiser Division Four to
serve as chicf of staff of the Bombardment,
Fire Support and Associated Groups of the
Third Fleet in the operations for the recap-
ture of the Philippine Islands. In October
he participated in action against major units
of the Japanese flect during the Battle of
Surigao Strait, a night battle in which the
Japanese battleships “Fuso” and “Yamashiro”
were sunk. Admiral Bates” skill in preparing
all plans and in keeping the officer in tactical
command informed relative to the current
tactical situation during operations was cred-
ited with contributing directly to the success
of the battle, which was part of the decisive
Battle of Leyte Gulf. In December he was
assigned as chief of staff and aide to the
commander of Battleship Division One, and
as such he took part in the capture of Lin-
gayén Gulf and the landing on Luzon in
the Philippines in January, 1945. For the
latter operations he made strategic and tac-
tical estimates of the constantly changing
situation and rendered important assistance
in executing the plans for operations in the
areas. From March to May of the latter year
he participated in the offensive action against
the Japanesc off Okinawa. In May he as-
sumed command of Motor Torpedo Boat
Squadrons, Pacific Fleet, and rcmained in
that command until the dissolution of the
command in December, at which time he
became chief of staff to the commander of
the Philippine Sea Frontier. After six months
in the latter post he returned in 1946 to the
United States, where he served on the staff
of the Naval War College as head of re-

search and analysis until his retirement for
physical disability in May, 1949. Returned
to active duty at the Naval War College in
July of the latter year, he served as head of
the World War 11 Battle Evaluation Group,
which was engaged in preparing critical
analyses of the major Pacific naval battles of
the Second World War, until his retirement
from active duty in 1958. After his retire-
ment he lectured at various times at the
Naval War College. Admiral Bates was
awarded the Navy Cross in 1944 and the
Legion of Merit with combat distinguishing
device V and two gold stars in 1945. Long
Island University conferred an honorary
Litt.D. degree upon him in 1958. He is a
member of the Army-Navy Club of Manila,
the New York Yacht Club of New York City,
the Bohemian Club of San Francisco, the
University Club of Washington, D.C., and
the Clambake and Ida Lewis Yacht clubs
and the Reading Room of Newport. In re-
ligion he is an Episcopalian. Politically he is
a Republican. Backgammon and cribbage
are favorite recreations, and in earlier years
he enjoyed golf and tennis. Admiral Bates is

unmarried.

WILKINS, Roger Carson, insurance exec-
utive, was born in Houlton, Maine, June 9,
1906, son of George E. and Amanda (Carson)
Wilkins. His first paternal American ancestor
was Bray Wilkins, who came to this country
from Wales in 1628 and lived in Milton,
Mass., before settling in Salem, Mass. From
Bray and his wife Anna Gingell, the descent
was through Thomas and Hannah Nichols,
Isaac and , Timothy and Anna
Smith, Timothy and Mary Chamberlain,
Isaac and Sally Edwards, Isaac and Mary
Jane Brown, and George and Ruth Elizabeth
Harmon, the grandparents of Roger C. Wil-
kins. His father was a merchant. The son
received his early education at public schools
and at Ricker Classical Institute in his native
community and was graduated A.B. in 1929
at the University of Maine. Meanwhile, hav-
ing completed his class work in less than four
years, in early 1929 he began a continuing
association with The Travelers Insurance
Co., Hartford, Conn. Starting in the mort-
gage loan department (later the real estate
investment department), in 1929 he went to
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